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REMARKS 

Claims 3-7 and 9 have been amended in order to more particularly point out, and distinctly 
claim the subject matter to which the Applicant regards as his invention. The Applicant respectfully 
submits that no new matter has been added. It is believed that this Amendment is fully responsive 
to the Office Action dated November 8 4 2007. 

Independent Claim 3, as amended, is to a dial module having a dial with a design part, a 
sheet-shaped hght source for illuminating the design part, and a flexible printed circuit fixed to a 
back surface of the light source. The dial is printed directly on a front surface of the sheet-shaped 
light source. 

Independent Claim 5, as amended, is to a dial module having a sheet-shaped dial with a 
design part on a front surface of the dial, and a sheet-shaped light source fixed to a back surface of 
the dial for illuminating the design part. The sheet-shaped light source is provided with a flexible 
printed circuit printed directly on a back surface of the sheet-shaped light source. 

Independent Claim 7, as amended, is to a dial module having a sheet-shaped light source, 
wherein a dial with a design part is printed directly on a front surface of the sheet-shaped light source 
while a flexible printed circuit is printed directly on a back surface of the sheet-shaped light source. 

In the Office Action, Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Salmon (U.S. Patent No. 5,406,303). Reconsideration and removal of this rejection are 
respectfully requested in view of the present amendments to the claims and the following remarks. 
The Office Action alleges that Salmon teaches a dial module having a sheet-shaped dial (30 

-10- 
PAGE 1 1/14 * RCVD AT 1212012007 11 :10:40 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR;USPT0-EFXRF-1 (5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:412 881 8570 * DURATION (mm-ss):D3-28 



12/20/2007 11:0? 



KRATZ QUINTOS QUINT05 ET flL PTO 



NO . 589 



US. Patent Application Serial No. 10/528,448 
Response to OA dated November 8, 2007 

and 28) with a design part (46 > 48, 50 and 52) formed directly on the front face of sheet-shaped light 
source (26) fixed to the back surface of the dial for illuminating the design part, a flexible printed 
circuit board (24) fixed directly on the back surface of the light source, a terminal part (138) for 
attaching an additional component thereto (motors 22), and the dial, light source, and circuit board 
are substantially the same shape. 

In a "Response to Arguments" portion of the Office Action, it is recited that the Applicant 

J does not claim that the dial, light source and flexible printed circuit are not separate parts. 

! It is respectfully submitted that it appears as though the Office Action is not interpreting the 

claim language * 'formed directly" to mean not a separate part. Therefore, the Applicant has amended 
Claims 3-7 to recite that the dial and the flexible printed circuit are printed directly on a surface of 
the sheet-shaped light source, as described at page 31, line 26 to page 32, line 4 of the present 
specification, so as to clearly distinguish over Salmon. 

In view of the amendments to Claras 3-7 and the above remarks, removal of the rejection 
is respectfully requested 

In the Office Action, Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salmon in view of Garay (U.S. Patent No. 6, 1 83,099). Reconsideration and removal of this rejection 
are respectfully requested. 

In view of Claim 9 depending from Claim 3, which is discussed above and the amendments 
to Claims 3 and 9, removal of the rejection is respectfully requested,. 
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In the Office Action, Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Salmon in view of Kumazawa (U.S. Patent No. 6,333,697). Reconsideration and removal of 
this rejection are respectfully requested. 

In view of Claim 15 depending from Claim 3, which is discussed above, removal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

fa view of the aforementioned amendments and accompanying remarks. Claims 3-9 and 15, 
as amended, are believed to be patentable and in condition for allowance, which action, at an early 
date, is requested. 

If, for any reason, it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contapt the Applicanfsundersigned attorney at the telephone number 
indicated below to arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 
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In the event that this paper is not timely filed, the applicant respectfully petitions for an 
appropriate extension of Lime. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other 
fees which may be due with respect to this paper, to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KRATZ, QUINTOS & HANSON, LLP 




Wuliam G. *&btz, Jr. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 22,631 



WGK/JNB/ak 



Atty. Docket No. 050173 
Suite 400 

1420 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 659-2930 
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